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For  several  years  after  World 
War  II  beef  and  pork  production  de- 
clined in  actual  quantity  and  relative 
to  population.  Since  1951  production 
of  beef  has  increased  faster  than 
population  but  pork  output  has  in- 
creased  less  rapidly. 


Beef  production  is  expected  to 
continue  upward  for  several  years, 
probably  at  a  faster  rate  than  popu- 
lation. Pork  production  has  turned 
downward  this  year  and  supplies  per 
person  are  expected  to  be  about  4 
pounds  less  than  last  year. 
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♦slaughter  in  federally  inspected  plants 
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Beginning  in  August  1957,  cow  slaughter  in  federally  inspected  plants  was  below  a  year  earlier  for 
a  period  of  over  2  years,  as  farmers  withheld  cows  for  expanding  breeding  herds.  Slaughter  in  Feb- 
ruary and  March  this  year  was  above  a  year  earlier  and  will  likely  continue  so  throughout  1960. 
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PRICES  OF  FEEDER  STEERS  AT  KANSAS  CITY,  SLAUGHTER  STEERS  AVO  COWS  AT  CHICAGO. 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEC.  U55A-40(4)      AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


Prices  adjusted  rather  quickly  to  the  reduced  slaughter  rates,  with  slaughter  cows  making  a  greater 
percentage  gain  than  did  slaughter  steers.  Some  moderate  downtrends  in  prices  appear  probably  during 
1960.  Prices  for  the  upper  grades  of  slaughter  steers  and  heifers  will  probably  hold  up  better  than  for 
other  classes. 
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SUMMARY 

After  advancing  early  this  year,  prices  of  meat  animals  have  steadied 
recently  imder  pressure  of  larger  marketings.     In  early  spring,  prices  of 
cattle  and  calves  were  below  last  spring  but  hogs  and  lambs  wei^  near  or  a 
little  above  a  year  earlier. 

Price  strength  last  winter  ms  due  to  a  combination  of  factors.  Demand 
for  meat  has  been  strong  as  employment  and  consumer  income  picked  up  following 
the  resumption  in  steel  production.    Renewed  optimism  among  livestock  producers 
this  year  has  meant  an  active  farm  demand  for  feeding  and  breeding  stock. 
Moreover,  total  meat  production  declined  seasonally  due  to  a  smaller  pork  out- 
put, although  pork  production  was  above  a  year  earlier.     Commercial  meat 
production  in  January-March  totaled  6,87^  million  pounds,  up  9  percent  from  a 
year  ago  but  down  3  percent  from  the  final  quarter  of  1959* 

Following  delays  due  to  unseasonable  late -winter  weather,  marketings 
have  increased  in  recent  weeks  and  prices  have  been  relatively  stable.  In 
late -April,  hog  and  cattle  slaughter  were  above  last  year  but  lamb  marketings 
were  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    By  midyear,  hog  slaughter  will  be  appre- 
ciably below  last  year  and  will  continue  below  throughout  the  second  half  of 
i960.    Fed  cattle  marketings  are  expected  to  increase  further  this  spring  and 
will  probably  exceed  a  year  earlier  in  the  second  half.    Lamb  slaughter  will 
probably  climb  above  year-earlier  levels  this  spring  when  new  crop  lambs  make 
up  the  bulk  of  supplies. 
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The  gain  in  cattle  and  calf  supplies  seems  likely  to  "bring  some  reduc- 
tions in  prices  but  the  declines  are  not  expected  to  be  large.    Nor  will  the 
impact  be  the  same  on  all  classes.    Fed  cattle  prices  will  probably  decline 
moderately  during  the  rest  of  this  spring- -probably  about  in  line  with  price 
trends  during  this  period  the  last  2  years.     V7ithholdings  of  breeding  stock 
for  herd  expansion  is  expected  to  continue  through  19^0,  though  it  may  moderate 
somewhat.    Feeder  and  stocker  prices  will  probably  continue  near  present  levels 
this  spring  if  pastures  develop  as  vrell  as  current  conditions  indicate. 

Prices  of  hogs  have  advanced  about  $^.00  per  100  pounds  from  the 
December  low  and  a  further  seasonal  advance  is  likely  this  spring,  in  contrast 
to  the  relatively  stable  prices  last  spring.    Some  rise  is  likely  in  lamb 
prices,  but  last  spring's  price  rise  is  not  likely  to  be  duplicated.  During 
this  summer  and  fall,  lamb  prices  seem  likely  to  average  near  the  levels  of 
last  year. 

The  slaughter  rate  for  cattle  and  calves  thus  far  this  year  indicates 
that  the  buildup  in  cattle  inventories  during  I96O  vrill  be  somewhat  smaller 
than  the  ^.9  million  head  added  during  1959*     Heavy  marketings  of  fed  cattle 
plus  substantial  imports  of  processing  meats  have  kept  prices  belov;  last  year 
and  the  rate  of  expansion  seems  to  be  slowing. 

Supplies  of  beef  to  consumers  will  be  more  abimdant  during  I96O  than  in 
1959^  tiut  significantly  less  pork  will  be  available.     The  year's  total  meat 
output  is  expected  to  be  about  28  billion  pounds,  2  percent  above  last  year. 

Cash  receipts  received  by  farmers  from  the      sale  of  meat  animals  in 
1959  totaled  $11,036  million,  I.3  percent  less  than  the  $11,185  in  1958. 
Marketings  were  larger  for  all  three  species.     Prices  for  cattle  and  calves 
were  higher  in  1959^  ^^"t  fo^r  hogs  and  sheep  and  lambs  prices  were  lower  than 
in  1958. 


REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 


Meat  Animal  Prices  Up 
From  Last  Fall 

Prices  of  most  meat  animals  advanced  during  the  winter  and  by  early 
spring  were  noticeably  higher  than  last  fall's  lows.     In  April  Choice  slaughter 
steers  at  Chicago  were  $27*76  per  100  pounds  but  $2.57  below  a  year  earlier 
(table  1).     Stocker  and  feeder  steers  at  Kansas  City  were  also  down  from  last 
year.     Cow  prices  have  not  advanced  as  much  as  other  classes  this  spring  and 
were  generally  down  about  $3.00  from  last  year.     Barrov/s  and  gilts,  at  8  markets 
were  within  I5  cents  per  100  pounds  of  a  year  earlier.     Choice  lambs  at  Chicago 
were  up  about  $4.00  per  100  pounds  from  last  December  and  also  very  close  to 
April  1959  prices. 
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Slaughter  Rates  A"bove  19^9 

Compared  vlth  a  year  earlier,  January-March  commercial  meat  production 
was  9  percent  larger  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  1959*    All  classes  except 
lamb  and  mutton  contributed  to  the  increase.    Beef  production  in  commercial 
plants  the  first  3  months  this  year  was  up  12  percent,  veal  up  8  percent  and 
pork  up  7  percent  from  a  year  before .    Lamb  and  mutton  production  declined 
5  percent. 

Although  lower  than  a  year  earlier,  cattle  and  calf  prices  have  been 
noticeably  higher  in  I96O  than  in  late  1959^  despite  nearly  the  same  levels  of 
cattle  slaughter.  First  quarter  cattle  slaughter  was  within  one  percent  of 
October-December  but  weights  were  heavy  enough  to  push  beef  production  a  little 
above  late  1959-    However,  total  meat  output  was  down  3  percent  as  slaughter 
of  other  species  was  down  from  the  final  quarter  of  1959*    Meat  imports  were 
also  smaller  and  meat  consumption  per  person  was  about  3  percent  below  late 
1959  rates.    Moreover,  employment  and  consumer  incomes  have  rebounded  follow- 
ing the  resumption  of  steel  production.    Hence  it  appears  that  the  increase 


Table  1.-- Selected  prices  of  livestock,  by  months,  1959  and  1960 


Month 

■  Choice  slaughter  steers' 
at  Chicago  1/ 

Stocker  and  feeder      '  Barrows  and  gUts  at 
steers  atKansas  City  2/       8  markets  3/ 

Choice  lambs  at 
Chicago  4/ 

'  1960 

:  1959 

1960  : 

1959 

:  1960 

:  1959 

1960 

:  1959 

•  Dpi. 

Dol. 

Dpi. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January 

26.42 

28,13 

23.31 

26.10 

12.65 

16.63 

19.90 

19.35 

February 

26.69 

27.85 

23.80 

25.97 

13.56 

15.63 

21.05 

19.48 

March 

28.08 

29.11 

25.14 

27,78 

15.55 

15.89 

22.34 

20.56 

April 

27.76 

30.33 

25.46 

28.63 

15.96 

16.09 

21.85 

21.59 

May  ; 

29.34 

28.69 

16.09 

22„79 

June  : 

28.48 

27.24 

15.91 

26.30 

July  : 

27.89 

26.47 

14.40 

24.00 

August 

27.56 

25.96 

14.65 

23,00 

September  : 

27.62 

25.38 

13.81 

21.13 

October  : 

27.19 

24.41 

13.11 

20.52 

November  ; 

26.53 

23.34 

12.61 

19.26 

December  : 

25.57 

22.51 

11.86 

17.84 

Average 

27.83 

25.61 

14.64 

21.32 

1/  Sold  out  of  first  hands. 
2/  All  weights  . 

3/  Average  for  all  weights  Midwest  markets . 

4/  Spring  lambs  June  -  September ,  wooled  lambs  all  other  months  except  May  which  is  shorn. 


Compiled  from  Market  News,  Livestock  Division. 
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in  demand  over  last  fall  and  sraaller  supplies  of  competing  meats  exceeded  the 
effects  of  increases  in  beef  output,  resulting  in  increased  prices  for  cattle. 

Cow,  Heifer,  Steer, 
Calf  Slaughter 

Slaughter  of  each  class  of  cattle  has  been  up  from  a  year  earlier  so 
far  in  i960  (table  2).    Relatively  larger  gains  have  been  made  in  steer  and 
heifer  slaughter  the  first  3  months  of  this  year,  though  cow  slaughter  was  up 
5  percent .    Calf  slaughter  was  below  a  year  earlier  in  January  but  picked  up 
later  and  for  January-March  totaled  5  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago. 

Although  larger  numbers  of  cattle  and  calves  on  hand  at  the  beginning 
of  i960  explain  some  of  the  increase  in  slaughter,  more  of  the  increase  has 
come  from  liberal  supplies  of  fed  cattle.     During  the  first  3  months  this  year, 
sales  of  fed  cattle  in  21  leading  States  were  9  percent  larger  than  a  year 
earlier.    Marketings  of  steers  and  heifers  at  12  markets  this  same  period  were 
up  10  percent.     Total  slaughter  of  these  classes  in  federally  inspected  plants 
was  even  larger,  indicating  that  slaughter  of  unfinished  cattle,  notably 
heifers,  v/as  significantly  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 

V/hen  pastures  are  good,  young  stock  as  well  as  breeding  stock  are  held 
back  from  slaughter.    The  outlook  for  spring  and  early  summer  grazing  on 
Western  ranges  is  generally  above  average  and  forage  gro\^rth  probably  will  be 
the  best  since  the  very  favorable  1958  season.     Should  spring  rainfall  be  near 
average,  grass  cattle  marketings  during  the  next  few  months  will  probably  not 
show  much  of  a  gain  over  a  year  earlier.     Somewhat  lower  prices  for  fed  cattle 
may  dampen  the  enthusiasm  of  cattle  feeders  and  ^.^reaken  the  demand  for  replace- 
ment cattle.     Pasture  leasing  in  the  Kansas  bluestem  pastures  has  been  very 
slow  this  year.    V/hile  part  of  this  delay  is  due  to  the  lateness  of  the  season 
this  year,  part  may  be  due  to  a  more  cautious  attitude  among  cattlemen. 

Grass  cattle  slaughter  this  summer  \-rlll  provide  a  good  clue  to  the 
probable  gain  in  cattle  inventories  during  13*60 .     Some  increase  is  expected. 
A  significantly  higher  slaughter  rate  in  grass  cattle,  unless  it  is  associated 
with  drought  conditions,  would  mean  that  some  of  the  steam  has  gone  out  of  the 
current  expansion. 


Fed  Cattle  Slaughter, 
Inventories  Up 


The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  April  1  in  21  leading  States 
totaled  G.h  million  head,  8  percent  more  than  April  1959  and  a  new  high  for 
that  date.    First  quarter  marketings  in  these  States  were  up  9  percent  and 
placements  up  6  percent.    Much  of  the  gain  in  numbers  on  feed  over  a  year 
earlier  was  in  cattle  v/eighing  '('OO-9OO  pounds.     The  number  weighing  over 
900  pounds  was  up  10  percent. 
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Table  2. — Niimber  of  cattle  and  calves  slavightered  under 
Federal  inspection,  "by  class,  January-June  1959  and  I96O 


[  Cows 

\  Heifers 

\  Steers 

\        Calve  s 

Month  ; 

•   1 QSQ 

•  1  q6o 

•  1  Q6n 

•   1  QSQ 

•  1  Q6n 

1  QSQ 

•    ^y  jy 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

January  ; 

\  347 

356 

329 

261 

871 

808 

413 

424 

February 

:  306 

291 

310 

250 

806 

663 

389 

377 

March  ; 

325 

280 

325 

286 

908 

751 

482 

423 

April  : 

291 

305 

816 

406 

May  ; 

288 

287 

815 

358 

June  ; 

301 

298 

851 

366 

Tahle    3. — Number  of  steers  and  heifers  sold  out  of  first  hands 
at  12  markets,  January- Juae  I959  and  I96O  l/ 


\  Steers 

'.           Heifers  ! 

steers  and 

heifers 

Month 

:      i960  : 

:  1959 

:      i960  : 

1959  : 

i960  ; 

1959 

Head 

Head 

•  Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

January  ; 
February  : 
March  ; 
April  ; 
May  ; 
June  : 

:  372,480 
401,955 
•  39^,911 
:  325,406 

372,404 
321,840 
385,881 
374,053 
380,765 
429,309 

144,689 
l4l,210 
142,436 
113,790 

115,927 
106,201 
145,254 
142,710 
119,613 
138,639 

517,169 
543,165 
537,347 
439,196 

488,331 
428, 04l 

531,135 
516,763 
500,378 
567,948 

1/  The  12  markets  are  as  follows:     Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Denver,  Forth  Worth, 
Indianapolis,  Kansas  City,  Oklahoma  City,  Omaha,  St.  Louis,  NSY,  Sioux  City, 
Sioux  Falls,  and  So.  St.  Joseph. 


As  published  in  Cattle  Sold  for  Slaughter,  AMS 
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On  April  1  feeders  intended  to  market  53  percent  of  the  number  on  feed 
before  July  1.    Last  year  intentions  were  to  market  ^4-6  percent  by  that  date. 
Last  year's  April-June  marketings,  including  short  feds,  were       percent  of 
the  April  1  inventory.    Thus  feeders  plan  to  market  19  percent  more  than  in 
April-June  last  year.    This  level  of  marketings  may  not  be  reached  in  view 
of  the  makeup  of  the  cattle  on  feed  inventory,  even  though  actual  marketings 
in  the  second  quarter  usually  exceed  intentions. 

In  view  of  the  outlook  for  fed  cattle  marketings  this  spring,  price 
prospects  for  fed  cattle  now  appear  to  be  less  favorable  than  previously 
indicated.    Some  small  price  declines  are  likely,  somewhat  like  price  trends 
during  the  past  2  years  when  Choice  slaughter  steers  declined  $1.50-$2.0C  per 
100  pounds  from  April  to  June.    These  declines  will,  of  course,  mean  lovrer 
feeding  profits  and  reduce  the  demand  for  replacement  cattle.    However,  the 
need  for  cattle  to  put  on  spring  pastures  will  continue  strong.    Prices  of 
these  classes  are  probably  near  a  seasonal  high  and  should  hold  up  well 
until  marketings  increase  this  summer. 

Fed  cattle  marketings  in  the  second  half  of  I96O  vn.ll  probably  exceed 
last  year  by  a  considerable  margin.    Moreover,  the  probability  of  a  sizeable 
gain  in  grass  cattle  slaughter  points  to  poor  prospects  for  a  late-summer 
recovery  in  fed  cattle  prices.    More  probable  is  a  fairly  stable  price  the 
last  half  of  this  year.    Prices  may  continue  below  year-earlier  levels, 
though  the  difference  late  in  the  year  will  be  less  than  it  has  been  so  far 
in  i960. 

A  favorable  factor  in  the  price  outlook  for  beef  is  the  prospect  for  a 
further  strengthening  in  demand.    Purchasing  power  per  person  has  increased 
about  2  percent  in  the  last  year.    Further  increases  are  likely  in  view  of 
the  upward  trends  in  employment  and  wage  rates.    Also  declines  in  the  output 
of  pork  will  probably  stimulate  demand  for  beef. 

Imports  Lower 

Imports  of  cattle  and  calves  and  beef  and  veal  during  the  first  3  months 
of  this  year  were  at    somewhat  lower  levels  than  in  early  1959 •  Thirteen 
percent  fewer  cattle  and  calves  were  inspected  and  passed  for  entry  into  the 
United  States  by  the  USDA  Animal  Inspection  and  Quarantine  Division  during 
January-March  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  1959*    The  reduction  was  primarily 
in  cattle  for  feeding  or  grazing  from  Mexico. 

Sharply  lower  receipts  of  cured  and  cooked  beef  and  veal  more  than 
offset  small  gains  in  fresh  and  canned  imports. 

Lamb  Prices  Above 
A  Year  Ago 

Lamb  prices  declined  rather  steadily  from  June  to  December  last  year 
but  turned  up  sharply  in  the  early  part  of  this  year.    April  prices  were 
relatively  steady  with  the  average  for  Choice  slaughter  lambs  at  Chicago 
only  a  little  above  a  year  ago. 
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Table    k, — Cattle  and  calves  and  "beef  and  veal  inspected 
and  passed  for  entry  into  the  liiited  States, 
January-March,  195^-60 


Item  : 

i960 

:  1959 

:  1958 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Cattle  and  calves:  l/  ; 
For  feeding  or  grazing  : 
For  slaughter  : 
For  "breeding,  dairy  and  : 
other  : 

170,478 
6,892 

14,104 

203,158 
6,724 

9,238 

255,488 
33,201 

11, 516 

Total  : 

191, 474 

219,120 

300,205 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  llD. 

1,000  lb. 

Beef  and  veal:  2/  ; 
Fre  sh  ; 
Cured  and  cooked  ; 
Canned  : 

:  95,611 

1,945 
19,032 

92,911 
38,911 
15,999 

56, 108 

11,383 
31,242 

1/  Inspected  "by  Animal  Inspection  and  Quarantine  Division,  Agricultural 
Research  Service. 

2/  From  l^at  Inspection  Division,  Agricultural  Research  Service. 


Slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  during  the  last  half  of  1959  vas  9  per- 
cent above  the  last  half  of  19 58  when  a  considerable  number  of  lambs  were 
carried  over  for  early  1959  slaughter.    The  smaller  carryover  of  lambs 
intended  for  slaughter—including  7  percent  fever  on  feed — resulted  in  a 
first  quarter  slaughter  this  year  3  percent  smaller  than  in  January-March  1959* 

In  view  of  the  increase  in  ewes  one  year  old  and  older  on  hand  January  1 
over  a  year  earlier,  the  I96O  leunb  crop  is  expected  to  rise  2-4  percent 
above  the  1959  crop.    The  early  lamb  crop  is  estimated  to  be  2  percent  larger 
than  last  year,  but  growth  and  development  is  reported  to  "be  slower  than 
usual.    Hence,  slaughter  supplies  in  April-June  will  likely  be  somewhat 
larger  than  in  the  second  quarter  of  1959  ^th  much  of  the  gain  coming  in 
late  spring. 

The  outlook  for  lamb  prices  this  spring  is  for  some  further  gain  but 
less  than  last  year's  April-June  advance.  Dioring  these  months  in  1959, 
Choice  lamb  prices  per  100  pounds  at  Chicago  jumped  from  $21.59  for  wooled 
lambs  in  April  to  $26.30  for  spring  lambs  in  June.  Lamb  prices  are  usually 
influenced  by  prices  of  cattle  which  are  expected  to  be  down  a  little  from 
last  spring's  prices.  Lower  slaughter  cattle  prices  would  dampen  any  gain 
in  lamb  prices. 
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Table     5* — Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  of  hogs  and 


sheep 

and  lamhs. 

"by  months. 

January- June  I958-6O 

Hogs 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Month 

:  i960 

:  1959 

:  1958 

:      i960      :      1959  : 

1958 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000  1,000 
head  head 

1,000 
head 

January  : 
February  ; 
March  ; 
April  ; 

my 

June  ; 

6,516 
5,8iil 
6,116 

5,885 
5,686 

5,733 
5,652 
4,970 
4,902 

5,531 
4,453 
4,818 

4,963 
4,444 
4,209 

1,237  1,322 
1,076  1,080 
1,088  1,143 
1,101 
1,017 
1,056 

1,061 

940 
1,000 

1,149 
1,122 
1,042 

Lamb  Feeding  Profits 


Profits  in  lamb)  feeding  in  the  Corn  Belt  this  past  winter  were  about 
average.     In  the  standard  feeding  table  on  page  11,  the  margin  of  returns 
over  stated  costs  was  $3«10  per  head.    This  is  considerably  better  than  last 
year  when  feeders  netted  63  cents  per  head,  and  close  to  the  1953-57  average 
of  $3.16. 

Higher  net  returns  arose  from  a  wider  average  spread  between  purchase 
prices  paid  for  feeder  lambs  and  selling  prices  for  fat  lambs.    Feed  costs 
have  been  relatively  stahle  during  the  last  3  feeding  seasons.     Prices  for 
feeder  lambs  were  the  lowest  in  several  years. 

Feeding  profits  were  generally  higher  last  season  for  those  feeders 
who  filled  their  feed  lots  late.    Feeder  lamb  prices  declined  moderately 
during  the  fall  hut  fed  lamb  prices  improved  during  much  of  the  December- 
March  selling  period.     Part  of  the  advantage  of  a  wider  price  margin  may  be 
offset  by  higher  costs  for  lambs  fed  late  in  the  season » 

Hog  Production  Declining; 
Price  Outlook  Favorab le 

The  downturn  in  hog  production  which  began  late  in  1959  "will  soon  hring 
lower  slaughter  rates  and  higher  hog  prices  than  a  year  earlier.     Last  fall's 
pig  crop  was  2  percent  larger  than  the  195^  fall  crop,  but  most  of  the  gain 
was  made  in  early  pigs  ( Jione-August  farrowings).     In  December  producers  said 
they  would  reduce  their  I96O  spring  farrowings  12  percent  with  a  relatively 
larger  cut  in  the  first  half  of  the  season.     A  10-State  report  in  March 
indicated  that  these  intentions  are  being  carried  out  fairly  closely. 
Farmers  in  these  10  States  also  report  plans  to  reduce  June-A\:jgust  f arrov^ings  | 
4  percent. 
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Ta"ble     6. — Average  price  and  values  of  important  items  affecting 
retiirns  from  lamlD  feeding,  195^-59 


Feeding 

year  bej 

ginning  December 

Item 

:  195^ 

:  1955 

:  1956 

:  1957  : 

1958  ! 

1959 

: Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Prices 

Choice  and  Prime  slaughter 
lambs,  Chicago,  December- 
March,  per  100  pounds 

'  21.6k 

19.61 

21.26 

1/23.67 

1/19.80 

20.28 

Good  and  Choice  feeder 
lambs,  Omaha,  September- 
December,  per  100  pounds 

17.68 

18.42 

21.32 

22.35 

18.28 

Corn,  North  Central  States,  ; 
October-March,  per  bushel  ; 

1,357 

1.1^3 

1.182 

.934 

.968 

.952 

Alfalfa  hay,  received  by 
farmers,  North  Central  : 
States,  October-March,  ; 
per  ton  ; 

21.43 

19.58 

20.32 

16.23 

16.55 

19.20 

Receipts,  per  head  ; 
Sales  of  Choice  and  Prime  : 
lamb,  85  pounds  : 

18.39 

16.67 

18.07 

16  8^ 

17.24 

Wool  payments  : 

.65 

.60 

87 
.0  f 

2/. 65 

Total  : 

18.39 

17.32 

18.67 

20.40 

17.70 

17.89 

Cost,  per  head  : 
Feeder  lamb,  60  pounds  ; 

10.61 

10.58 

11.05 

12.79 

13.41 

10.97 

Corn,  2^  bushels  : 

3.39 

2.86 

2.96 

2.34 

2.42 

2.38 

Alfalfa  hay,  I50  pounds  : 

1.61 

I.U7 

1.52 

1.22 

1.24 

1.44 

Total  for  items  shown  3/  : 

15.61 

14.91 

15.53 

16.35 

17.07 

14.79 

Margin,  value  over  costs 
shown  3/  : 

2.78 

2.1+1 

3.14 

4.05 

.63 

3.10 

1/  Choice  lambs  beginning  January  1958. 

2/  Rough  estimate  based  on  April  1959-JaEi^ry  I960  prices  received  by  growers  for 
shorn  wool. 

3/  Does  not  include  purchasing  or  marketing  expenses,  labor  cost,  death  losses, 
overhead  costs  or  costs  of  other  feed  ingredients,  or  credits  for  manure.    The  prices 
shown  are  averages  for  the  lamb  feeding  season  for  the  North  Central  region,  and  do 
not  necessarily  coincide  with  the  experience  of  individual  feeders. 
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Commercial  hog  slaughter  during  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  was  8 
percent  larger  than  a  year  ago,  but  at  times  in  recent  weeks  has  heen  near  a 
year  "before.    The  average  price  of  barrows  and  gilts  in  late  April    was  very 
close  to  April  1959. 

SlaiJighter  supplies  will  decline  seasonally  in  April-June  and  are 
expected  to  total  somewhat  less  than  in  1959*    Prices  are  expected  to  soon 
begin  a  strong  seasonal  advance  that  will  carry  them  above  year-earlier  levels 

Pigs  farrowed  in  December-February  will  make  up  the  bulk  of  market 
supplies  this  summer.    The  sharp  cut  in  farrowings  in  these  months  means 
that  pork  supplies  will  be  significantly  smaller  and  prices  higher  than  last 
summer.     Seasonal  price  declines  this  fall  will  probably  be  as  large  or 
larger  than  usual.    The  summer  peak  will  be  relatively  high,  and  slaughter 
supplies  in  the  fall  will  not  be  as  much  below  a  year  earlier  as  during  the 
summer. 

Fall  Pig  Crop 

The  i960  fall  pig  crop  will  likely  show  some  decline  from  last  fall. 
Producers  in  10  States  reported  in  March  that  they  intended  k  percent  fewer 
summer  farrowings  ( June-August ) .    The  postwar  history  shows  that  hog  produc- 
tion usually  declines  for  2  years  before  turning  upward  again.  Farrowing 
intentions  for  the  complete  fall  crop  ( June-December )  will  be  released  in 
the  Pig  Crop  Report,  June  21. 


Table     7. — Pig  crops  and  hog  slaughter,  Uhited  States, 
1953  to  date,  with  slaughter  forecast  for  I96O 


Year 

Pig  crop 

:  Total 

:  Spring 

:  Fall 

:  Total 

:  slaughter 

: 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1953  \ 

47,91+0 

29,974 

77,91^ 

74,368 

19  : 

•  52,852 

33,978 

86,830 

71,^^95 

1955  : 

.  57,690 

38,029 

95,719 

81,058 

1956  : 

53,186 

36, 386 

89,  572 

85,193 

1957  : 

:  51,812 

36,148 

87,960 

79,024 

1958  : 

52,336 

42,163 

94,499 

77,339 

1959  : 

:  58,607 

43,029 

101,636 

88,431 

i960 

:  2/52,000 

3/84,200 

1/  Including  farm. 

2/  As  indicated  from  December  1959  report. 
3/  Partly  forecast. 


D-lS-109 


-  13  - 


MY  i960 


A  factor  indicating  that  the  reduction  in  fall  farrovrings  is  not  likely 
to  he  large  is  that^  hased  on  monthly  farrov/'ing  data,  the  swings  in  hog 
production  are  hecoming  shoii:er.     The  k  percent  reduction  in  June -August 
farrow-ings  planned  in  March  for  IC  States  was  less  than  the  IC  percent  cut 
planned  for  March-^^ay  and  the  19  percent  reduction  reported  for  Decenher- 
Fehruary  farro wings. 

The  hog-com  price  ratio  is  considerably  more  favorable  than  a  ;^'^ar  ago 
and  is  at  a  level  that  in  the  past  usually  has  indicated  some  increase  in  hog 
production.    However,  a  favorable  ratio  has  not  proved  as  effective  in  trig- 
gering a  change  in  fall  pigs  as  it  has  in  spring  pigs . 

i960  I-feat  Consumption 
Near  1939 

Total  red  meat  production  in  I96O  is  expected  to  total  near  the  record 
output  of  28,053  million  po^onds  piroduced  in  1956  and  about  2  percent  above 
1959'  increase  over  last  year  probably  ".vill  not  be  large  enough  to  offset 

the  expected  reduction  in  imports  and  the  gain  in  population.  Consumption  per 
person  ^■n.ll  probably  be  a  pound  or  so  less  than  the  16O.I  pounds  cons^umed  last 

The  k  pounds  less  pork  available  to  each  consumer  overshadows  the 
probable  increase  in  beef  and  veal.     Lamb  consiunption  per  person  this  jear 
will  continue  near  the  ^.5  pound  mark  of  last  year. 

Beef  supplies  will  likely  continue  above  a  year  ago  throughout  I96C. 
Production  of  the  better  grades  will  make  up  most  of  the  increase  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year  and  supplies  of  the  lo-^er  grades  will  become  more 
plentiful  during  the  last  half.     Pork  supplies  a2re  sv.-inging  from  abundance  to 
relative  scarcity.     Consumption  per  person  during  the  last  half  of  this  Yea,r 
may  be  near  or  a  little  below  cons^jmption  rates  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
1957  and  1956. 

1959  Cash  Receipts  From 
Meat  Animals  Do\-m  Slightly 

Farmers '  cash  receipts  from  the  sale  of  meat  animals  last  year  totaled 
$11,036  million,  I.3  percent  less  than  in  195&j  nearly  3  percent  below  the 
record  receipts  of  $11,36C  million  in  1951* 

Income  from  cattle  and  calves  set  a  new  high  in  1959  s.s  marketings  and 
prices  were  above  a  year  earlier.     Gross  incom.e  last  year  (sales  plus  the  value 
of  beef  and  veal  consumed  at  home)  -^^as  $8.C  billion  and  m^ade  up  over  70  percent 
of  the  gross  income  from  meat  animals. 

Gross  income  in  1959  from  hogs  at  $3.0  billion  v.-as  I8  percent  smaller 
than  the  $3.7  billion  in  I958.     Nearly  15  percent  r^ore  pounds  of  hogs  ^^-ere 
marketed  but  the  average  price  per  ICQ  pounds  dropped  from  SI9.60  in  1958 
to  $14.10  in  1959. 
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Table   8  .—Production  and  consumption  per  person  of  red  meat  and 


poultry. 

United 

States,  1957-59  and 
Production  1/' 

forecast 

for  i960 

Red  meat 

: Poultry 

:  Red  and 

Year  : 

Beef  : 

Veal 

:     Lairib  : 
:    and  : 
:  mutton  ; 

Pork  : 

Total 

:  meat 

:  ^ 

I  Doultry 
:  meat 

mi. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mill, 
lb. 

19  p7  : 
1958  : 

1959 

i960  3/  : 

nil     0  "1  *i 

14,211 
13,3^2 
13,608 
1^,700 

T      irrs  Q 
1,520 

1,189 
1,016 

1, 100 

707 
688 
738 
750 

10, 478 
10, 528 

12,110 
11,450 

26,924 

25,747 
27,472 
28,000 

5,440 
6,044 
6,301 
6,425 

32, j64 

31,791 
33,773 
34,425 

[                                        Consumption  per  person 

:  li). 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb . 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb, 

1957 
1950 

1959 

i960  3/ 

'  81^.6 
80.5 
81.6 

•  84.5 

8.8 
6.7 
5.7 
6.0 

k.2 
k,l 
4.5 
4.5 

61.5 
60.7 
68.3 
64.0 

159.1 
152.0 
160.1 
159.0 

31.4 
34.1 
34.8 
34.9 

190.5 
186.1 
194.9 
194 

1/  Production  of  red  meats  is  carcass  weight  equivalent  of  production  from 
total  liiited  States  slaughter. 

2/  Chicken,  including  commercial  broilers,  and  turkey,  ready-to-cook 
(eviscerated)  basis. 

3/  Forecast. 


Lower  prices  for  sheep  and  lambs  also  more  than  offset  gains  in  market- 
ings.    Cash  receipts  of  $336  million  were  6  percent  smaller  than  in  the 
preceding  year. 

World  Cattle  and  Hog 

Numbers  Continue  Upward 

World  cattle  numbers  increased  2  percent  during  1959  and  hog  numbers 
rose  more  than  4  percent  according  to  reports  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service o     During  last  year  cattle  numbers  rose  in  nearly  all  major  areas 
while  all  major  hog  producing  countries  showed  gains. 
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World  cattle  nimbers  (including  water  TDioffalo)  now  exceed  1  billion 
head  for  the  first  time.    During  I959  numlDers  rose  5  percent  in  "both  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  North  America,  3  percent  in  South  America,  2  percent  in  Europe, 
and  1  percent  in  Asia.    But  numbers  declined  3  percent  in  Oceania,  with 
nearly  all  of  the  decrease  in  Australia,  and  1  percent  in  Africa. 

The  U.S.S.R.  increased  hog  numbers  10  percent  during  1959.    Gains  made 
by  other  areas  range  from  2  to  6  percent.    World  numbers  are  now  ^0  percent 
above  the  1951-55  average. 

USDA  Discontinues  Lard 
Purchase  Program 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  on  April  13  discontinued  its  recent 
purchasing  program  for  lard.    The  program  started  October  8  but  was  discon- 
tinued between  November  12  and  February  I5.    Since  October  22,  1959,  purchases 
totaled  61,560,000  pounds.    The  lard,  packed  in  1-,  2-,  or  3-pouQd  tins  is 
being  distributed  domestically  to  needy  persons  and  eligible  institutions. 
Total  expenditure  was  $7,313,000  of  Section  32  funds. 


RETAIL  MEAT  OUTLOOK 

Supplies  of  meat  for  civilian  consumption  diiring  the  next  few  months 
will  continue  above  those  of  a  year  earlier.    Meat  consumption  per  person  is 
expected  to  about  equal  that  of  a  year  earlier.    Beef  consumption  may  be  up 
slightly  but  pork  consumption  this  spring  vrill  be  about  the  same  as  last 
spring.    Retail  meat  prices  will  advance  seasonally  and  will  likely  average 
close  to  those  of  last  spring  and  early  summer. 

Retail  meat  prices  declined  steadily  during  the  last  half  of  1959  hut 
have  been  relatively  stable  thus  far  this  year.    The  BLS  index  of  retail  meat 
prices  (19^7-49=100)  was  110.8  in  January,  110.4  in  February,  and  111.4  in 
March.    The  March  index  compares  with  II6.7  in  March  1959*    Most  of  the  gain 
this  year  is  attributable  to  rising  pork  prices. 

Wholesale  price  quotations  indicate  some  further  rise  in  average  retail 
meat  prices  occurred  in  April  with  the  increase  again  due  to  higher  pork 
prices. 

During  the  rest  of  this  spring  and  early  summer,  retail  beef  prices 
will  probably  continue  relatively  stable.    Fed  cattle  slai:ighter  will  supply 
liberal  quantities  of  the  grades  of  beef  moving  through  retail  outlets. 
Retail  pork  prices  are  expected  to  hold  close  to  present  levels  for  a  few 
weeks  but  will  probably  soon  resume  their  seasonal  advance  to  a  usual  mid- 
summer high.    Lamb  prices  will  also  probably  advance  seasonally  this  summer. 
By  midyear  the  index  of  retail  meat  prices  will  probably  be  close  to  that 
of  a  year  earlier. 
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MEAT  AND  ALL  RETAIL  PRICES* 
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Table     9. — Prices  of  meat  cuts  at  retail, 
Jan loary- June  1959  I96O 


!  Rib 

roast  ] 

Hamburger  '. 

Pork  chops 

Bacon 

Leg  of 

lamb 

Month 

'  i960 

:  1959  : 

i960  : 

1959  : 

i960  • 

:  1959  : 

i960 

:  1959  : 

i960  : 

1959 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Jan.  ; 

82.0 

82.5 

53.2 

55.6 

78.4 

88.8 

57.5 

72.1 

73.3 

75.5 

Feb,  : 

81.3 

82.4 

52.5 

55.7 

78.2 

58.2 

69.4 

72.5 

73.9 

Mar.  ; 

81.6 

82.1 

50.4 

55.2 

80.8 

81.7 

58.8 

67.5 

73.7 

73.7 

Apr. 

82.9 

55.0 

84.0 

68.4 

75.2 

May  : 

83.1 

55.3 

85.5 

68.8 

76.5 

June  : 

82.9 

55.3 

87.4 

68.6 

77.^ 

Compiled  from  data  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 

I 
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A  comparison  of  prices  for  individual  cuts  in  urban  centers  with  a 
year  ago  shov/s  that  beef  items  in  March  were  a  little  below  last  year 
(table   9   ) .    Bacon  was  significantly  belov/  March  1959  "but  pork  chops  were  do^m 
only  slightly.    Leg  of  lamb  retailed  at  the  same  price  both  years. 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  meat  April  1  totaled  about  60O  million  pounds, 
nearly  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    Total  pork  holdings,  at  3^0  million  pounds, 
were  1  percent  above  1959-    Stocks  of  frozen  hams  and  dry  salt  pork  were  down 
slightly  but  other  pork  cuts  were  up. 


OUTLOOK  FOR  SAUSAGE  MEATS 

Total  sausage  production  in  federally  inspected  plants  last  year 
totaled  2,319  million  pounds,  k-  percent  more  than  in  1958*    This  is  equivalent 
to  over  13  pounds  per  person.    Output  of  franks  and  weiners  and  other  smoked 
or  cooked  sausages  (bologna  types)  accounted  for  over  half  of  the  total  output. 

Sausage  production  thus  far  this  year  has  been  at  a  seasonally  reduced 
rate  but  has  totaled  about  ik  percent  above  last  year.    Commercial  meat  pro- 
duction the  first  quarter  v/as  9  percent  larger  than  in  January-March  1959- 
Beef  output  was  up  12  percent.    As  a  9  percent  gain  was  registered  for  fed 
cattle  marketings  from  21  States  production  of  the  lower  grades  for  processing 
was  probably  up  somewhat  more.     Less  beef  was  imported  last  winter  but  more  was 
vTithdra'VTn  from  storage  than  in  these  months  a  year  before. 

Sausage  output  will  probably  inciease  during  the  coming  months  and  con- 
tinue above  year -earlier  levels.    The  outlook  for  slaughter  during  the  next 
few  months  indicates  production  of  processing  meats  near  first  quarter  levels. 
Modest  gains  are  expected  in  cow  and  other  grass  cattle  slaughter.  Pork 
supplies  will  be  decreasing  seasonally  and  will  total  close  to  or  a  little 
below  last  spring  and  early  summer's  output. 

Imports  of  meat  will  probably  increase  during  the  next  few  months  but 
will  likely  continue  lower  than  a  year  earlier.    More  lamb  and  mutton  has  been 
imported  so  far  in  1960  than  in  the  same  part  of  1959^         less  beef  and  pork. 
The  decline  for  beef  reflects  some  reductions  in  output  in  the  major  exporting 
countries  and  entry  restrictions  on  pickled  or  cured  beef  from  areas  where 
foot-and-mouth  disease  is  known  to  exist.    These  restrictions  were  tightened 
last  June.    Most  of  our  imports  of  fresh  and  frozen  pork  originate  in  Canada. 
The  current  policy  of  the  Canadian  Government  is  to  issue  export  permits  only 
for  those  quantities  of  pork  which  exporters  have  purchased  at  the  support 
price.    The  purpose  of  this  is  to  prevent  subsidized  pork  from  entering  the 
United  States  market. 

Storage  stocks  of  meat  are  nearly  the  same  as  a  year  earlier  and  below 
average.  Hence  v/nthdrawals  for  sausage  production  during  the  next  few  months 
probably  V7ill  not  add  greatly  to  supplies. 
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Table  iCo — Cattle  and  hog  slaughter,  meat  imports  and  stocks,  and  sausage 
production,  by  quarters  1959  to  date  and  April-June  I96O  forecast 


:                                Federally  inspected  slaughter 

Cattle 

\  Hogs 

Period 

Total 

;  Cows 

:  i960 

:  1959 

:  i960 

:  1959 

:  i960 

:  1959 

1,000 
:  head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

1,000 
head 

Jan . -Mar . 
Apr. -June 
July- Sept.  : 
Oct. -Dec.  ; 

;  4,578 
1/4,750 

3,995 
4,318 
4,546 
4,600 

978 
2/950 

928 
880 
943 
1,085 

18,474 
1/15,400 

17,304 
15,523 
15,929 
19,951 

Year  : 

17,459 

3,836 

68,707 

Imports 
all  meat  3/ 

:    Meat  stocks  in 
:cold  storage  begin- 
:ning  of  quarter  ^ 

[  Sausage 

i        production  5/ 

i960  : 

1959 

i960 

:  1959 

:      i960  : 

1959 

Mil.  lb. 

mi,  lb. 

Mil.  lb 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

0  an . —Mar .  ; 
Apr. -June  ; 
July-Sept .  ; 
Oct. -Dec.  ; 

1/170 
2/225 

206 
274 
277 
197 

544 
598 

462 
602 
582 

4o8 

581 
1/650 

509 

599 

646 

565 

Year 

954 

2,319 

1/  Partly  estimated. 
2/  Forecast. 

3/  Total  red  meat  imports,  product  v/eight. 

¥/  Includes  beef,  veal,  pork,  lamb,  mutton  and  canned  meats  in  public 
cold  storage . 

_5/  Federally  inspected  production  of  all  sausage,  including  loaf,  head 
cheese,  jellied  products  and  the  follov;ing  canned  items:     Luncheon  meat, 
viennas,  franks  and  weiners  in  brine,  deviled  ham,  other  potted  or  deviled 
meat  food  products,  bulk  sausage  and  sausage  in  oil. 
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NEW  OR  REVISED  SERIES 


Rank  of  States  in 

Meat  Animal  Production 

Table  11,     ranks  the  States  according  to  liveweight  production  of 
livestock  during  1959*    This  refers  to  the  total  poundage  produced  on  farms 
during  the  year  and  includes  weight  added  to  animals  on  hand  or  "born 
during  the  year. 

Texas  is  the  leading  State  in  production  of  cattle  and  sheep,  Iowa 
leads  8  other  North  Central  States  in  hog  production. 

During  1959  Kansas  and  California  moved  up  one  place  in  national 
ranking  in  cattle  production.     Iowa  and  Colorado  moved  into  second  and 
third  place  in  sheep  production,  ahead  of  California  and  Wyoming.     In  hog 
production  last  year  Ohio  outranked  Wisconsin,  the  only  change  from  a  year 
earlier  in  the  top  10  States. 

Edihle  Offal 

Per  capita  disappearance  of  edible  offal  (variety  meats)  in  1959  ^^-s 
equivalent  to  10.2  pounds.    Table  12  brings  up  to  date  data  on  production 
and  consi^mption.     Edible  offal  is  not  included  in  standard  tables  for  red 
meats. 

Canned  Meat 

Table  I3  presents  the  supply  and  distribution  of  canned  meats  1950  to 
date.    The  United  States  imports  considerably  more  canned  meat  than  it 
exports. 

Foreign  Trade 

Tables  ih  and  15  extend  tables  on  United  States  imports  of  cattle 
from  Canada  and  Mexico  and  foreign  trade  in  meat.     Live  cattle  imports  in 
1959  were  significantly  below  record  I958  imports.    Meat  exports  increased 
but  meat  imports  set  a  new  high  last  year. 

Cuba  continued  as  our  best  customer  for  pork  in  1959  but  Australia 
replaced  Argentina  as  our  principal  source  of  imports. 
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Table   11. — Rank  01  States  in  live  weight  of  farm  production  of  meat  animals,  1959  l/ 


Cattle  and 

calves 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Hogs 

Rank 

State 

Production 

State  : 

Production 

State  : 

Production 

Mil.  rc» 

Mil.  lb. 

I'iL.  lb. 

1  : 

Texas 

2,621 

Texas 

173 

Iowa 

4,715 

2  : 

Iowa 

2,572 

Iowa 

104 

Illinois 

2,914 

3  : 

Ne'er  a  ska 

1,750 

Colorado 

103 

Indiana 

1,674 

1, 

Kansas 

1,  :?oo 

California 

103 

Minne  sota 

1,587 

5  : 

Illinoi  s 

1,465 

V/yoming 

103 

Mssouri 

1,567 

0  : 

I^nnesota 

1,380 

Montana 

90 

Nehraska 

958 

T  : 

Mssouri 

1,371 

South  Dakota 

89 

Ohio 

944 

Q 

0  : 

California 

1,2^9 

Idaho 

89 

Wisconsin 

836 

9  : 

South  Dakota 

1,211 

Minnesota 

77 

South  Dakota 

7l4 

10  : 

Oklahoma 

1,115 
9^1 

Utah 

66 

Georgia 

519 

11  : 

Wisconsin 

Ohio 

60 

North  Carolina 

498 

12  : 

Colorado 

831 

Oregon 

56 

Tennessee 

451 

13  : 

Montana 

•-7O  r- 

785 

Missouri 

55 

Kentucky 

437 

I4-  : 

Indiana 

707 

New  Mexico 

50 

Kansas 

402 

15  : 

Ohio 

633 

Kansas 

46 

Texas 

395 

16  : 

North  Dakota 

620 

Nebraska 

44 

Alabama 

338 

17  : 

l^ssissippi 

>65 

Illinois 

44 

Michigan 

270 

lo  : 

Kentucky'" 

512 

North  Dakota 

42 

Virginia 

223 

19  ; 

Alabama 

494 

Kentucky 

4o 

Mississippi 

211 

20  : 

Mchigan 

4o9 

Indiana 

33 

Oklahoma 

192 

21  : 

IdaJio 

459 

Michigan 

22 

North  Dakota 

189 

22  : 

Oregon 

453 

Arizona 

21 

Pennsylvania 

178 

23  ; 

Tennessee 

4^3 

Virginia 

21 

South  Carolina 

174 

24  : 

Louisiana 

420 

/Washington 

18 

Arkansas 

130 

25  : 

New  York 

401 

Nevada 

18 

Florida 

123 

26  : 

New  Mexico 

395 

West  Virginia 

17 

California 

110 

27  : 

Pennsylvania 

390 

Tennessee 

16 

Louisiana 

82 

2c5  : 

Arkansas 

'-I  0  r- 

385 

Wisconsin 

16 

Colorado 

71 

29  : 

Wyoming 

379 

Oklahoma 

13 

Oregon 

69 

30 

1  Florida 

n  r-  Q 

358 

Pennsylvania 

11 

14a  ry  land 

63 

31 

VJashington 

353 

New  York 

10 

Montana 

56 

32  : 

Georgia 

350 

North  Carolina 

3 

Washington 

56 

33 

Virginia 

345 

Alabama 

3 

New  York 

47 

3^  : 

Arizona 

329 

l^lississippi 

3 

West  Virginia 

44 

35 

Utah 

209 

Arkansas 

3 

Idaho 

43 

36  ; 

North  Carolina 

201 

Mar;y'land 

3 

New  Jersey 

33 

37  : 

Nevada 

164 

Maine 

2 

Massachusetts 

30 

38  : 

South  Carolina 

135 

Georgia 

2 

Utah 

29 

39 

Marylajid 

129 

Louisiana 

2 

Wyoming 

l4 

40 

V/est  Virginia 

125 

New  Jersey 

1 

New  Mexico 

12 

41 

Vermont 

^  Q 
DO 

Vermont 

J. 

De laware 

42 

New  Jersey 

47 

Connecticut 

1 

Arizona 

9 

I^aine 

I^assachusetts 

1 

Nevada 

6 

;  Connecticut 

31 

South  Carolina 

2/ 

Maine 

5 

•  Massachusetts 

28 

Florida 

Connecticut 

5 

i^6 

New  Hampshire 

19 

New  Hampshire 

^/ 

New  Hampshire 

4 

47 

De laware 

15 

De laware 

-'1 

Ve  rmont 

4 

;  Rhode  Island 

3 

Rhode  Island 

2/ 

Rhode  Islaxid 

3 

United 

State  s 

29, 546 

1,676 

21,442 

1/  Live  weight  produced  during  year  by  livestock  on  farms.  Preliminary  data. 
2/  Less  than  500,000  pounds. 
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Table  12. — Edible  offals:     Supply  and  distribution,  I950  to  date 


3upply 


Distribution 


Total 
produc- 
tion 1/ 


Beginning 

commercial 
stocks 


Imports 


Total 


Ending  :  Commercial 
commer-: exports  and 
cial     : shipments  to 
stocks     :Territories  2j 


Domestic  disappearance 


Militajry 


Mi  1 .  lb . 

Mi  1 .   lb . 

Mil.  lb. 

Mi  1 .  lb . 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb 

1950 

1,519 

62 

5 

1,586 

59 

3 

1951 

1,501 

59 

h 

1,564 

64 

6 

1952 

1,577 
l,70i^ 

eh 

1 

1,642 

69 

4 

1953 

69 

1 

1,774 

59 

29 

195^^ 

1,7^3 

59 

1,803 

65 

46 

1955 

1,853 

65 

1,918 

70 

70 

1956 

1,933 

70 

y 

2,003 

59 

99 

1957 

l,85i+ 

59 

1,913 

ll 

91 

1958 

1,762 

2 

1,764 

70 

1959 

1,869 

2 

1,871 

91 

Civi lian 


Ml.  lb. 

y 

II 

y 
y 
y 


Mil,  lb. 

1,524 
1,494 
1,569 
1,686 
1,692 
1,778 
1,845 
1,763 
1,694 
1,780 


Per 
capita  3/ 


Lb. 

10.1 

9.9 
10.2 
10.8 
10.6 
11.0 
11.2 
10.5 

9.9 
10.2 


_l/  Production  of  offals  based  on  percentage  of  carcass-weight  meat  production,  including  farm: 
beef  6.7,  veal  10. 7,  lamb  and  mutton  5-1,  pork  excluding  lard  6.7  percent.     2/  Exports  only  beginning 
1951-    Beginning  1952  includes  small  quantities  of  sausage  ingredients  reported  in  Bureau  of  Census 
classification  "other  meats  except  canned  (including  edible  animal  organs)."    3/  Civilian  per  capita. 
4/  l£ss  than  500,000  pounds.    ^/  Not  reported.    Assumed  no  change  in  stocks  during  the  year. 


Table  13  Canned  meat:     Supply  and  distribution,  1950  to  date 


Year 

Federally: 
inspected: 
production: 

1/  : 

Imports 

Beginning 
stocks 

y 

Commercial 
exports  and 
shipments 

5/ 

Ending 
stocks 

y 

Domestic  disappearance 

Canned 
beef  2/ 

:  Canned 
:pork  3^/ 

Mlitary 

6/ 

:  Civilian 
:  11 

;  Per 
\  capita 

;  y 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Ml.  lb. 

Ml.  lb. 

Ml.  lb. 

Ml.  lb. 

Ml.  lb. 

Ml.  lb. 

Lb. 

1950 

1,231 

125 

19 

27 

20 

27 

50 

1,305 

8.7 

1951 

1,441 

154 

31 

27 

21 

35 

246 

1,351 

8.9 

1952 

1,351 

120 

54 

35 

19 

37 

58 

1,446 

9.4 

1953 

1,437 

100 

97 

37 

9/  29 

34 

50 

10/  1,558 

10/10.0 

1954 

1,441 

85 

113 

34 

9/  32 

54 

34 

1,553 

9.8 

1955 

1,  508 

87 

107 

54 

22 

37 

38 

10/'  1,659 

10/10.2 

1956 

1,716 

73 

97 

37 

28 

51 

18 

10/'  1,826 

10/11.0 

1957 

•  1,659 

95 

108 

51 

43 

57 

23 

1,790 

10.6 

1958 

1,651 

113 

123 

57 

24 

57 

21 

1,842 

10.7 

1959 

:  1,687 

95 

120 

57 

26 

53 

12 

1,868 

10.7 

1/  Beef,  pork,   sausage,  all  other,  excluding  soup.     Data  from  Meat  Inspection  Branch,  ARS. 
2/  Data  from  Department  of  Commerce . 

3/  Federally  inspected  for  entry.     Data  from  Meat  Inspection  Branch,  AES. 
4/  Refrigerated  stocks  only. 

5/  Includes  shipments  to  Territories.     Data  from  Department  of  Commerce. 
6/  From  Statistical  Yearbook  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps  and  other  military  records. 
7/  Calculated  from  federally  inspected  supplies  and  distribution  as  sho™.    Federally  inspected 
production  is  the  largest  part  of  total  U.  S.  production  of  canned  meats. 
8/  Civilian  per  capita. 

9/  Includes  small  quantities  of  canned  beef  and  gravy  procured  by  USDA  and  shipped  abroad  by  CARE. 
10/  Includes  canned  meat  booAght  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  school  Ivmches  and  eligible 
institutions . 
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Table  ih. — Imports  of  cattle  from  Csinada  and  Mexico, 
average  1937-41,  annual  1948  to  date 


From  Canada 


Dutiable  cattle 


700  pounds  and  over* 

Breed- 

: Total 

Year 

Under 

200  to  ! 

Total 

ing 

Cows  fori 

cattle 

:  cattle 

200 

:  699  ; 

dutiable. 

( free ) 

dairy 

Other  ; 

pounds 

.  pouads  . 

cattle  \ 

purposes] 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Head 

Average :  : 

1937-^1  : 

9,l43 

136,194 

69,074 

18,200 
96,335 

232,611 

ll,8l4 

244,425 

1948  1/  : 

84.275 

214,645 

23, 571 

418,826 

42,853 

461,679 

1949  : 

49,061 

194,916 

41,535 
38,985 

126,614 

412,126 

21,332 

433,458 

1950  : 

46,591 

173,000 

179,709 

438,285 

22,610 

460,895 

1951  : 

35,600 
4,636 

117,^55 

15,609 

51,162 

219,826 
10, 562 

19,120 

238,946 

1952  2/  : 

4,244 

7l4 

968 

2,222 

12,784 

1953  3/  : 

21,811 
17,633 

22,931 

3,515 
2,872 

896 

49,153 

20,757 

69,910 

1954  : 

46,798 

3,377 

70,680 

15,259 

85,939 

1955  : 

25,252 
22,678 

17,543 

3,256 

2,218 

48,269 

18,334 

66,603 

1956  : 

2,914 

3,571 

1,390 

30,553 
366,438 

18,475 

49,028 

1957  : 

18,857 

186,036 

10,486 
13,580 

151,059 

24,818 

391,256 

1958  : 

19,586 

230,025 

90,259 

373,671 

186,630 

636,862 

26,145 

663,007 

1959  : 

14,998 

30,738 

322,625 

20,261 

342,886 

Average : 

1937-^1 
1948 

1949 
1950 
1951 

1952  4/ 

1953  5/ 
1954 
1955  6/ 
1956 

1957 
1958 

1959 


From  Mexico 


0 

45,752 

21,255 

307,030 

374,037 

436 

374,473 

2,381 
175 

43,617 
25,364 

96 
485 

81,185 
101,901 

127,279 
127,925 

2 

127,279 
127,927 

1,424 
1,684 
480 
1,255 
1,597 

56,153 
11,124 

44,236 
80,589 
45,697 

539 
848 

7,914 

3,231 

1,037 

189,631 

96,59^ 
283,842 
403,166 
317,095 

247,747 
110,250 
336,472 
488,244 

365,426 

4 
6 

5 

30 

247,751 
110,256 

336,477 
488,241 

365,456 

1/  Wartime  restrictions  lifted  Aug.  I6,  1948.     2/  Imports  prohibited  begin- 
ning Feb.  25,  1952  due  to  foot-and  mouth  disease.     3/  Embargo  removed  March  1, 
1953-    4/  Embargo  removed  Sept.  1,  1952.     5/  Imports  prohibited  beginning  May 
23,  1953*    6/  Embargo  removed  Jan.  1,  1955' 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census . 
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Supply  axid  distribution  of  meat,  by  months,  I96O 


MAY  i960 


Commercially 

produced 

Total  2/ 

Supply 

Dist 

ribution 

Civiliaji 
consximption 

Period 

Produc- 
tion 

:  Begin- 

Exports 

Ending  . 
stocks  . 

:  Civilian 
:  consumption 

Produc- 

Total : 

;  person 

:  ning 
:  stocks 

: Imports 

and 
shipments 

f'lilitary 

:  Total 

\  Per 
.person  1/ 

tion 

;-iii. 

lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

1-Iil. 

In 

Mil. 

Th 
-LU  . 

Mil. 
lb. 

Lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 

lb .                Li . 

Beef:  : 

January 

r  C  UL  UcLX  J/ 

I'tcU. 

1,192 
1,086 
1,197 

202 
195 

l56 

60 

55 

k 
k 

195 
186 

165 

24 

26 

50 

1,231 
1,120 

7-0 
6.4 

1st  quarter 

3.475 

202 

lC3 

CC 

21 

April 

May 

June 

Oni^    n  no  t"  Ctf* 

Veal: 

Januajry 
Inarch 

78 
72 
83 

10 

9 

8 

2 

V 

9 
8 

8 

2 
2 

2 

79 
71 

.4 
.4 

1st  quarter 

233 

10 

8 

1.4 

April  : 
Jvne 

2nd  quarter 

T  ^  mVi  n 

mutton : 

January 

February 

March 

68 
60 
61 

15 

Ih 

12 

6 

h 

14 

12 

12 

1 

75 
66 

.4 

1st  quarter 

189 

15 

12 

1 

1.2 

April 

I^y 

June 

2nd  quarter 


Pork: 

January 

February 

March 

1st  quarter 

April 

May 

Jime 

2nd  quarter 

All  meat: 

January 

February 

March 

1st  quarter 

April 

I4ay 

June 

2nd  qxiarter 


1,056 
940 
981 


264 
312 
343 


17 
15 


10 
11 


2.977 


"2^ 


312 
343 

341 


15 

15 

16 


1,000 


5.7 

5.1 


3^r 


2,394 
2,158 
2,322 


491 

530 

549 


85 
74 


14 

15 


530 
549 

526 


41 
43 

49 


2,385 
2,155 


13.5 

12.2 


6,874 


491 


1-33 


1/  Derived  from  estimates  by  months  of  population  eating  out  of  civilian  food  supplies,  unadjusted  for  underenumeration. 
2/  Includes  production  and  consumption  from  farm  slaughter. 
3/  Estimated. 

\l  Less  than  500,000  pounds. 
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Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


MAY  i960 


:  1959 

i960 

Item 

;  Uait 

:    March       :  April 

:  February  : 

March 

:  April 

Cattle  and  calves  : 

Beef  steers,  sla\;ighter  :  Dollars  per 

Chicago,  Prime   :  100  pounds 

Choice   :  do. 

Good  :  do. 

Standard   :  do . 

Commercial   :  do. 

Utility   :  do. 

All  grades   :  do . 

Omaha,  all  grades   :  do. 

Sioux  City,  all  grades   :  do. 

Cows,  Chicago  : 

Commercial   :  do. 

Utility   :  do. 

Canner  and  Cutter   :  do. 

Vealers,  Choice,  Chicago   :  do. 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  1/  do. 
Price  received  by  farmers  : 

Beef  cattle   :  do . 

Calves   :  do. 

Hogs  : 
Barro'i'TS  and  gilts  : 
Chi  cago  : 

I6O-I80  povmds   :  do . 

I8O-20O  pounds   :  do. 

200-220  pounds   :  do . 

220-2^40  pounds   :  do. 

2I1O-27O  pounds   :  do. 

27O-3OO  pounds   :  do. 

All  weights   :  do. 

8  markets  2/   :  do . 

Sows,  Chicago   :  do. 

Price  received  by  farmers   :  do. 

Hog-com  price  ratio  3/  : 

Chicago,  barrows  and  gilts   : 

Price  received  by  farmers,  all  hogs   : 

Sheep  and  lambs  :  Dollars  per 

Sheep  :  100  pounds 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  do. 

Price  received  by  farmers   :  do. 

Iambs  : 

Slaughter,    Choice,  Chicago                                :  do. 

Feeder,  Good  and  Choice,  Omaha   :  do. 

Price  received  by  farmers   :  do. 

All  neat  animals  : 
Index  number  price  received  by  farmers  : 
(1910-14=100)   : 

Meat  : 

Wholesale,  Chicago  :  Dollars  per 

Steer  beef  carcass.  Choice,  5OO-6OO  pounds..:  100  pounds 

Iamb  carcass.  Choice,  ^5-55  pounds   :  do. 

Composite  hog  products:  : 
Including  lard  : 

71.90  pounds  fresh  :  Dollars 

Average  per  100  pounds   :  do . 

71.01  pounds  fresh  and  cured  :  do. 

Average  per  100  pounds   :  do . 

Excluding  lard  : 

55>99  pounds  fresh  and  cured  :  do. 

Average  per  100  pounds   :  do. 

Retail,  United  States  average  :  Cents 

Beef,  Choice  grade   :    per  pound 

Pork,  excluding  lard   :  do. 

Index  number  meat  prices  (BI£)  : 

IVholesale  (1914-7-^9=100 )   : 

Retail  ( 19U7-lf9=100 )  kj   : 


32.31 

3^.62 

28.I47 

31.06 

30.83 

29,11 

30.33 

26.69 

28.08 

27.76 

27.15 

28.11 

25.10 

25.91 

25.69 

25.27 

25.86 

22.17 

22.72 

22.48 

214-. 26 

25.25 

21.22 

21.56 

21.43 

22.93 

23.90 

18.87 

19.65 

20.03 

28.22 

29.32 

26.37 

27.40 

27.13 

26.i+7 

27.60 

24.39 

25.  52 

25.64 

26.53 

27.75 

25.25 

25.90 

25.97 

20.11+ 

21.06 

15.95 

17.76 

17.79 

19.08 

19.97 

15.48 

17.07 

17.16 

17.68 

18.18 

14.32 

15.34 

15.40 

30.95 

32.88 

31.78 

27.78 

28.63 

23.80 

25.14 

25.46 

23.60 

2U.20 

20.70 

21.80 

21.70 

27.90 

28.80 

24.70 

25.10 

24.80 

16.12 

16.35 

13.53 

15.22 

16.08 

16. hk 

16.73 

13.95 

15.78 

16.48 

16.33 

16.55 

13.86 

15.72 

16. 4o 

16.12 

16.22 

13.61 

15.55 

16.12 

16.12 

16.28 

13.53 

15.54 

16.11 

15.89 

16.09 

13.56 

15.55 

15.96 

13-61 

13.39 

11.36 

15.55 

13.66 

15.50 

15.50 

13.00 

15.10 

15.50 

13.4 

12.7 

12.2 

13.5 

13.4 

1I+.6 

13.7 

13.1 

15.1 

14,8 

7.72 

7.60 

7.25 

7.80 

7-26 

7.13 

7.07 

5-96 

6.27 

6.29 

20.56 

21.59 

21,05 

22.34 

21.85 

19.55 

19.88 

19-18 

20.35 

21.20 

18.90 

19.20 

18,60 

20.30 

19.90 

327 

336 

286 

307 

310 

46.65 

47.16 

45.18 

46.16 

46.05 

4l.60 

44.75 

40.78 

45.52 

46.50 

17.93 

18.44 

15.73 

17.59 

18.39 

24.94 

25.65 

21.88 

24.46 

25.58 

21.42 

21.85 

19.25 

20.86 

21.54 

30.16 

30.77 

27.11 

29.38 

30.33 

19.41 

19.80 

17.48 

18.98 

19.53 

34.67 

35.36 

31.22 

33.90 

34.88 

83.2 

83.3 

81.0 

81.2 

47.5 

58.0 

51.9 

53.0 

99.0 

101.8 

91-7 

97.0 

116.7 

117-3 

110.4 

111.4 

1/  Average  all  weights  and  grades. 

2/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y.,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis. 
3/  Number  bushels  of  corn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  poimds  of  live  hogs. 
5y  Includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  leg  of  lamb  ani^  other  meats. 
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Selected,  marketing,  sla\Jghter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


MAY  i960 


Item 

:  : 

!     Unit  ! 

1959 

i960 

March 

:  April 

:  rebruary  : 

'■■larch  : 

April 

Meat  animal  marketings 

: 

117 

122 

liy 

•     J-  f  \AJ\J  « 

3^3 

475 

270 

309 

120 

156 

160 

159 

IMuUIUcx     oXcLU^^il  OCX  cu. 

\  \ 

1,33^ 

1,^33 

1,^37 

Cattle   

. . . '     do . 

1,577 

, . , •    do.  : 

751 

816 

806 

908 

. ,.•     do.  : 

286 

305 

310 

325 

280 

291 

306 

325 

,    , •    do.  ; 

17 

21 

Ik 

19 

•    do.  : 

ij-23 

ko6 

389 

I182 

•    do.  : 

1, 1^3 

1,101 

1,076 

1,088 

5,733 

5,652 

5,8i+l 

6,116 

6 

8 

6 

6 

Average  live  weight  per  head 

1,058 

i,ok9 

1,056 

1,049 

188 

201 

199 

187 

lou 

103 

10k 

105 

236 

24l 

232 

232 

Average  production 

609 

606 

606 

603 

•  do. 

107 

114 

115 

108 

•  do. 

50 

50 

51 

51 

,  ,  •    do . 

135 

139 

135 

134 

Porkj  per  100  pounds  live  weight  i 

do. 

:  58 

57 

58 

58 

•  do. 

3^ 

34 

30 

32 

lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  . . 

Ik 

1\ 

13 

14 

Total  production 

:  Million 

811 

866 

868 

949 

Veal   

, , •  do. 

^5 

kS 

kk 

52 

Tfiin"h  and  mutton   

do. 

58 

55 

3^ 

55 

•  do. 

:  775 

782 

788 

820 

...  *    do . 

191 

19U 

176 

196 

Commercial  slaughter  2/ 

Numher  slaughtered 

:  1,000 

2,064 

Cattle   

. . . •  head 

1,760 

1,892 

1,858 

1  VP  ^  ............................ 

. . .  •    do . 

:  672 

631 

611 

743 

•  do. 

:  1,276 

1,230 

1,195 

1,218 

:  6,818 

6,698 

7,008 

7,340 

Total  production 

:  Million 

1,086 

Beef   •  

. . . ■  pounds 

:     1, 029 

1,099 

1,197 

Veal 

do. 

73 

73 

72 

83 

. . .  •    do . 

6k- 

61 

60 

61 

Pork  • 

.   .  •  do 

918 

920 

9k0 

981 

216 

219 

203 

223 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

:  173 

171 

195 

186 

165 

:  Ik 

111 

9 

8 

8 

:  11 

11 

Ik 

12 

12 

:  316 

337 

312 

3^3 

34l 

:  582 

602 

597 

617 

598 

1/  Data  for  Wisconsin  have  heen  discontinued. 

2/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  wholesale  and  retail. 

"3/   Includes  stocks  of  canned  meats  in  cooler  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 


LMS-109 


-  27  - 


MAY  i960 


LIST  OF  TABLES 

Table  Title  Page 

1  Selected  prices  of  livestock,  by  months,  1959  and  196O    5 

2  Number  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection, 

by  class,  January -June  1959  and  196O    7 

3  Number  of  steers  and  heifers  sold  out  of  first  hands  at 

12  markets,  January- June  1959  and  196O    7 

k      Cattle  and  calves  and  beef  and  veal  inspected  and  passes  for 

entry  into  the  United  States,  January -March,  I958-6O    9 

5  Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  of  hogs  and  sheep  and  lambs, 

by  months,  January-June  I95Q-6O    10 

6  Average  price  and  values  of  important  items  affecting  returns 

from  lamb  feeding,  195^-59    11 

7  Pig  crops  and  hog  slaughter.  United  States,  1953  "to  date,  vith 

slaughter  forecast  for  I96O    12 

8  Production  and  consumption  per  person  of  red  meat  and  poultry. 

United  States,  1957-59  and  forecast  for  196O    1^ 

9  Prices  of  meat  cuts  at  retail,  January-June  1959-60    I6 

10  Cattle  and  hog  slaughter,  meat  imports  and  stocks,  and  sausage 

production,  by  quarters  1959  "to  date  and  April-June  I96O 

forecast    I8 

11  Rank  of  States  in  live  weight  of  farm  production  of  meat 

animals,  1959    20 

12  Edible  offals:     Supply  and  distribution,  195O  to  date    21 

13  Canned  meat;     Supply  and  distribution,  1950  to  date    21 

ik      Imports  of  cattle  from  Canada  and  Mexico,  average  1937-^1^ 

annual  19^8  to  date    22 

15     Uiited  States  foreign  trade  in  meat,  by  covmtries,  1958  and 

1959      23 

Standard  Summary  Tables 

Supply  and  distribution  of  meat,  January  I96O  to  date    2i+ 

Selected  price  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat    25 

Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat 
animals  and  meat      26 


The  next  issue  of  The  Livestock  and 
Meat  Situation  is  scheduled  for  release 
on  July  8,  i960. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C  . 


POSTAGE  AND  FEES  PAID 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
check  here  /  /  return  this  sheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from 
the  mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed, 
write  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

Adr  inistrative  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


